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“Improper disposal of house-
hold hazardous wastes can
include pouring them down the
drain, on the ground, into
storm sewers, or in some cases
putting them out with the
trash. The dangers of such dis-
posal methods might not be
immediately obvious, but improp-
er disposal of these wastes can
pollute the environment and
pose a threat to human health.”

C i t y  o f  L o s  A n g e l e s

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  W o r k s

B u r e a u  o f  S a n i t a t i o n

L e f t o v e r  hh o u s e h o l d  pp r o d u c t s  tt h a t  cc o n t a i n  cc o r r o -

s i v e , t o x i c , i g n i t a b l e , o r  rr e a c t i v e  ii n g r e d i e n t s  aa r e

c o n s i d e r e d  tt o  bb e  ‘‘ r e s i d e n t i a l  ss p e c i a l  mm a t e r i a l s ’.

As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of dis-
ability and, upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services and activities.
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1-800-98-TOXIC
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Empt y Containers  

Explos ives  -  Shock sens i t ive  mater ia ls  such as  dynamite, ammunit ion, picr ic  ac id, f i re-

works, and f i rearms  

G arbage -  Munic ipal  waste

K nown PCB wastes  

B io-medical  and pathologica l  wastes  -  any  infec t ious  waste

R adioac t ive  substances  

T i res  

Yard waste  

0 3 - 2 0 0 7

Solvents, Automotive, Flammables, Electronics

COLLECTION CENTERS
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Since 1989, the Bureau of Sanitation has operated the Residential

Special  Materials (RSM) Program. RSM consists of waste such as

paint, cleaners and solvents, used oil , paint thinners, furniture pol-

ish, and unwanted electronic equipment. City residents have

brought such materials to periodic collection events held through-

out the City. These collection events have ser ved over 200,000 res-

idents and small  businesses and collected over 19 mill ion pounds

of RSM waste.

However, there is a constant demand for RSM disposal and this

demand is increasing. The current periodic collection events do not always provide enough time-

ly and adequate oppor tunities for residents to responsibly dispose of and recycle RSM waste. A

fixed collection site wil l  provide consistent service for RSM waste collection and recycling.

The S.A.F.E. Centers will  be in operation anywhere from two to

four days per week with weekend days included.

Hours will  be from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

When you bring your RSM waste to the S.A.F.E. Center, it  will  be

unloaded from your car and placed into drums.

The drums are stored in special containers and the drums in

these storage containers will  be periodically transported to a

recycling and disposal facility.

S.A.F.E. Center services are free of charge to residents bringing  waste from their households.

By appointment only and for a nominal fee, small businesses can also take advantage of the

S.A.F.E. Centers.

This is  a short l ist  to give you an idea of what k ind of materials wil l  be accepted:

The S.A.F.E. Center is  designed to contain any accidental leakage.

The waste drums contain material  to absorb any accidental leak-

age and also act as a shock absorber.

The waste drums are stored in large containers constructed out

of steel and are f ire and leak proof.

All  wastes are handled by trained professionals.

Acids  Dioxin  Pest ic ides Lubr icants Rubber  Cements

Adhesives Dis infec tants M ercur y Rug Cleaners

Aerosols  Dra in  Cleaners M oth Bal ls/ f lak es Rust  Solvents

Airplane glue Fiberglass  Res ins Motor  Oi ls S i lvex  (pest ic ide)

Ant i f reeze Flea  Produc ts Nai l  Pol ish/Remover Spot  Removers

Auto Batter ies Fuels O ven Cleaners Toi let  Bowl  C leaners

Batter ies Furniture  Pol ish Paints  (o i l  based/ latex) Tub/Ti le  C leaners

Brak e Flu id G asol ine Paint  Removers Turpent ine

Cements Herbic ides Paint  Thinners Varnish

Chemistr y  S ets Hobby Chemicals Pest ic ides Weed K i l lers

Chlor ine Inks Photo Chemicals Wood Preser vat ives

Cleaning Flu ids Insec t ic ides Pool  Chemicals Wood Sta ins

Corros ives Insec t  Repel lents Propane Cylinders (up to 30#)

D egreasers Lacquers R at   &  M ice  Poisons


